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ABSTRACT

This paper presents an integrated approach to enhancing situational awareness and decision-making in
dynamic environments by combining optical-flow-based Markov Decision Processes (MDP) with physics-
based simulations for proactive surveillance system design. By utilizing optical flow for real-time motion
detection and analysis, our framework achieves immediate comprehension of environmental changes,
which is essential for autonomous navigation and surveillance applications. Additionally, the framework
employs MDP to model and resolve decision-making problems where outcomes are partly random and
partly controlled by the decision-maker, optimizing actions based on predicted future states. The model
was validated through Hardware-in-the-loop (HITL) simulations, providing a detailed understanding of the
physical phenomena influencing the system. This ensures that decisions are data-driven and customized to
specific situations and missions. Our approach offers a comprehensive understanding of system integration
with AI, along with real-time analysis and decision-making capabilities, thereby advancing the simulation
modeling methodology for engaging with complex, dynamic environments.

1 INTRODUCTION

Developing and applying autonomous control technologies for unmanned vehicles (UVs) has become crucial
in the ever-changing landscape of defense strategy and operation (Maxwell et al. 2013). The uncertainty
forces federal and state agencies to explore innovative methods to leverage the various capabilities of
artificial intelligence (AI) to transform UV autonomous operations (Di and Shi 2021). Thus, the integration
of AI expertise into these operations is also crucial to the operational success. Given the complexity,
unpredictability, and diverse nature of today’s battlefields, there is a pressing need for autonomous systems
capable of working together effectively and adjusting quickly to changes. It also requires the achievement
of high levels of situational awareness in diverse environments. Autonomous control technologies (Zhe
et al. 2020), including unmanned aerial and terrestrial vehicle networks, present a resilient solution to
these demands (Yun et al. 2022). However, unlocking their full potential depends on advancements in
AI algorithms, coordination techniques, and understanding the operational context, calling for a holistic
approach.

Integrating AI with UV autonomous control strategies is a key factor behind homeland security’s
simulation research. In today’s era of complex defense engagements, AI-enhanced UVs bring unprecedented
efficiency and autonomy, minimizing human risk and significantly outmatching opponents in the mission
environment (Jeelani and Gheisari 2021; Primatesta et al. 2020). This fusion signifies a fundamental
shift in the defense strategy toward conducting similar operations such as reconnaissance, surveillance,
and mission completion. Several considerations, including - 1) simulating dynamic and unpredictable
environments, 2) managing diverse UV autonomy, 3) integrating various sensor technologies, and 4)
countering threats and operational limitations, represent challenges to implementing UV autonomous
control strategies (Abdelmaksoud et al. 2020). Addressing these challenges necessitates focused research
efforts in the integration of UV autonomy and AIs. As illustrated in Figure 1, the Observe, Orient, Decide,
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Figure 1: OODA loop supported by UV autonomy.

and Act (OODA) loop represents an effective framework for securing decision-making superiority and
adjusting swiftly to enemy operations (Richards 2004). Within the defense strategy, the OODA loop
highlights the essential steps of quickly observing current situations, understanding their implications
through orientation, making informed decisions, and implementing them quickly and accurately (Miller
et al. 2021). The effectiveness of defense strategies often depends on outpacing opponents in utilizing the
OODA loop, disrupting their ability to make decisions, and securing a vital strategic advantage. Enhancing
the efficiency of the OODA loop and leveraging UV autonomous technology is key for modern defense
tactics (MeiJie et al. 2021). This method improves the speed and adaptability of decision-making and
ensures a competitive edge in combat scenarios. It also reduces human risk by utilizing sophisticated UV
technology, offering a cost-effective and flexible solution. The tactical benefits derived from optimizing
OODA loop and integrating UV autonomous control strategies play a significant role in national defense,
protecting a country’s interests and preserving its superiority amid the changing dynamics of international
security (Miller et al. 2021; MeiJie et al. 2021).

This paper introduces a comprehensive physics-based simulation design framework that utilizes optical
flow analysis with Markov Decision Processes (MDP) to enhance the capabilities of smart surveillance
systems. Leveraging optical flow results to define system states and employing MDP to encompass a wide
array of enemy behaviors, our strategy aims to develop proactive control strategies that anticipate and mitigate
potential security challenges ahead of their manifestation. This approach improves situational awareness
and enables the development of dynamic, preemptive responses to imminent threats, elevating urban safety
and security standards. Furthermore, the paper will investigate the critical role of sensor technologies and
drones, utilizing physics-based simulation to assess their effectiveness in practical surveillance scenarios.
Through this comprehensive methodology, our study provides a robust, adaptable framework that employs
state-of-the-art technology to address the multifaceted security demands of modern urban settings.

2 LITERATURE REVIEW

The intersection of physics-based simulation (PBS), smart surveillance, and AI-based technology has
attracted significant attention in recent years (Wang et al. 2022; Young et al. 2022; Lee et al. 2019),
particularly with the integration of MDP and reinforcement learning (RL) methodologies to improve
intelligent decision-making (Chen et al. 2024; Terashima et al. 2024). Additionally, the utilization of
drones for large-scale environment surveillance has emerged as a promising avenue for enhancing the
fidelity of visual information, as shown in (Liu et al. 2021) where the authors employed a visual-geometric
fusion learning technique to simultaneously map and navigate an urban environment. MDP methods offer
numerous applications to improve the abilities and performance of drones, such as reducing interference and
increasing energy efficiency in large unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) swarms (Li et al. 2020), building trust
among multi-vehicle systems (Delamer and Givigi 2020), and addressing issues related to learned policy
carryover from simulation training to the execution phase (Wang et al. 2022). While thorough consideration
for drone behavior and performance should be managed, recent literature has narrowed this focus to enhance
the collection and use of optical flow data for UAV navigation (Chen et al. 2020) and obstacle detection
(Li et al. 2019) via error analysis modeling and improved sparse optical flow, respectively. One particular
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and noteworthy advancement in the field of object detection and recognition is the YOLOv7 model (Wang
et al. 2023) which has seen successful application to vehicle detection in UAV image and video processing
(Panthakkan et al. 2023), but use of the YOLOv7 model extends to areas such as defect detection in steel
production (Zhou and Piao 2023). While a large portion of research using YOLO technology with UAVs
is aimed at vehicle detection, (Ajmera and Singh 2020) combined YOLO with optical flow and applied
RL to identify and track a target in urban-environment search and rescue missions.

Not only can hardware be used for conducting simulations, it can also be applied to the validation and
verification stages of simulation and experimental design. Authors in (Lugo-Cardenas et al. 2016) used
Hardware-in-the-loop (HITL) to validate different UV controllers with a range of UV platforms using their
MAV3DSim simulator. HITL simulation is an effective strategy in evaluating the performance of control
systems, such as flight control systems (Huang et al. 2020). Although hardware can play an important role in
simulation development and testing, software or firmware can be equally vital in assessing, improving, and
validating a simulation experiment. Similarly, software has also been implemented into simulation loops,
defined by SITL, or software-in-the-loop. In (Silano et al. 2019), SITL simulation and methodology was
applied to a quad rotor flight control system to uncover undesirable system behaviors that were previously
hidden in the MATLAB/Simulink platforms. Another example of performance evaluation on the navigation
and control system of a UAV through SITL simulation can be found in (Aminzadeh et al. 2018).

MDPs can be useful in a variety of applications such as analyzing energy efficiency in wireless sensor
networks (Kalnoor and Subrahmanyam 2020), optimizing long-term operations of hydroelectric systems
(Lamond and Boukhtouta 1996), solving treatment decision problems relating to depression (Li et al.
2022), and many more. However, the application at the forefront of this paper is in surveillance. UVs are
often used to monitor areas due to their ease of operation, low cost, and ability to act freely. An efficient
control logic must be applied to take full advantage of these abilities. MDPs have displayed enormous
success in modeling and analyzing efficient path planning algorithms (dos Santos and Vivaldini 2022).
More specifically, (RL) is a useful tool for UAV surveillance with single and multiple drone scenarios
(Frattolillo et al. 2023).

3 MODELING METHODOLOGIES

3.1 Optical Flow-based Situational Awareness

Optical flow is defined as the perceived movement patterns of pixels across successive images or video
frames. It operates through algorithms that calculate the motion vectors for either individual pixels or
specific areas of an image across different frames, thereby identifying the motion trends within the scene.
Horn and Schunck (Horn and Schunck 1981) proposed a method to accurately estimate the optical flow at
each pixel by relying on two key assumptions: (i) the brightness of pixels within a small region remains
fairly constant over time, and (ii) motion in the scene is uniformly smooth across the frame. The objective
function can be defined below by considering these two assumptions:

arg min
µi, j,ωi, j

∑
i, j

[(
∂ fi, j
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)2

+η
2

((
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In this context, f represents the raw video frame, an element of the space of real-valued matrices
of dimensions I × J, where fi, j corresponds to the intensity of the pixel at position (i, j). (µi, j,ωi, j)
defines the horizontal and vertical components of the optical flow at the given pixel position. The terms
∂ fi, j
∂x = fi, j − fi−1, j,

∂ fi, j
∂y = fi, j − fi, j−1, and ∂ fi, j

∂ t = fi, j − f n−1
i, j refer to the derivatives of the pixel intensity

(i.e., finite difference between consecutive pixels) in the horizontal, vertical, and temporal dimensions,
respectively. The coefficient η serves to adjust the smoothness level of the resulting optical flow.

Although the optical flow vectors (µi, j,ωi, j) for each pixel can be estimated by solving equation (1),
it may not detect the moving foreground effectively as the background and foreground are not explicitly
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modeled. To address this limitation, (Zhang et al. 2023) proposed a method to explicitly decompose the
optical flow magnitude into the foreground optical flow and the background optical flow. Specifically, the
magnitude of the optical flow at each pixel can be computed as Yi, j =

√
µ2

i, j +ω2
i, j. As a result, the value

of Yi, j increases with the speed of pixel movement at (i, j), i.e., a larger optical flow vector (ui, j,vi, j)
corresponds to a higher pixel velocity and vice versa. Furthermore, such magnitude of the optical flow
can be formulated by three components, as Y = B+M+E, where B ∈ RI×J denotes the smoothness
background due to the stationary motion of the UV, M ∈ RI×J represents the optical flow pertinent to the
mobile foreground subjects, and E ∼ N (0,σ2) is the Gaussian distributed noises with mean zero and
standard deviation σ . Given the typical scenario of a UV surveillance flight, the matrix M is characterized
by sparsity, indicating that most of its elements are zero-valued (aligning with stationary background), with
the exception of those few elements corresponding to the foreground movement, which are non-zero and
tend to be spatially localized.

The following objective function is proposed by (Zhang et al. 2023) for the accurate estimation of the
components, i.e., B and M, as

argmin
B,M

∥Y−B−M∥2
F +β1∥DB∥F +β2∥vec(M)∥1 +β3∥vec(DM)∥1, (2)

where ∥ · ∥F denotes the Frobenius norm, ∥ · ∥1 is the L1 norm, and vec(·) is the operation that transforms
a matrix into a vector. The β1,β2,β3 are the tuning parameters. The matrix D, representing first-order
differences, is defined as:

D =

 1 −1 · · ·
. . . . . . . . . . . .

1 −1

 . (3)

The first term, ∥Y−B−M∥2
F , is for the ordinary least squares fitting that minimizes the residual sum of

squares. The second term, ∥DB∥F ensures the smoothness of the background optical flow, accounting for the
fact that background elements usually present consistent movement patterns in UAV footage. An L1 norm
was chosen to quantify the first term ∥vec(M)∥1, which guarantees that only the pixel with large optical
flow magnitude (corresponds to significant movement) will be selected. Finally, ∥vec(DM)∥1 facilitates
the model’s tendency to cluster contiguous non-zero values in the matrix M, thus reflecting the anticipated
spatial configuration of moving elements. The objective function can be solved by the algorithm based on
the ADMM efficiently (Zhang et al. 2023; Zhang et al. 2024).

3.2 Optical Flow-based Markov Decision Process

Integrating optical flow analysis with Markov Decision Processes (MDP) presents a sophisticated approach
to enhancing surveillance systems. Optical flow, denoted by λ (t) at time t, provides vector fields indicating
motion between consecutive frames, capturing essential dynamics such as velocity (v) and direction of
movement within the monitored area. These motion characteristics can be quantitatively defined to represent
the states S in an MDP framework. The aim is for a UV’s path to be adapted to amplify information based
on the optical flow information, which, in turn, contributes to the operation’s effectiveness. The state space
S captures a comprehensive multi-dimensional model of each UV, including its position (x,y,z), velocity
(vx,vy,vz), and other pertinent state variables (θθθ ) which are parameters derived from λ (t), enabling a
detailed representation of the environment’s dynamic conditions. The action space AAAt = {aaat

1,aaa
t
2, · · · ,aaat

N}
provides all necessary control information for k-th UV where k = 1,2, · · · ,N, at every time step t. It presents
a variety of actions, e.g., velocity and accelerations, for the collective UV swarm that includes camera
adjustments or alert dispatch based on state assessments. Rt is the reward at time (t), incentivizing our
surveillance aircraft to get closer to the intruder as the steps progress. For example, the ownship can receive
a reward of +1 for finding the intruder, -1 if the intruder finds the stationary target before it is caught, and
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1
d for all other cases, where d is the relative distance between the ownship and the intruder. Moreover, one
can add all the non-negative optical flow amounts (as a realization of Entropy It) detected in each grid to
incorporate optical flow into the reward structure, which will be explained and further specified in Section
4. This allows us to compare the performance with and without incorporating optical flow information.
The optimal policy π∗

j can be estimated by maximizing the following objective function as below:

π
∗
j = argmaxπE

[
T

∑
t=1

N

∑
k=1

Rt(θ ,aaat
k)+δ It(θ ,λ (t))

]
, (4)

where δ is a scaling factor that combines the information gained It (using Entropy) from the optical flow
into the decision-making process. In specific, δ adjusts the influence of the optical flow information on the
reward structure, enhancing the reward for detecting movement patterns and potential intruder locations.
Consequently, a small δ may cause the UV to prioritize actions that maximize the immediate reward,
such as directly pursuing the intruder based on its current location. In contrast, a large δ encourages the
UV to rely more on the information obtained from the optical flow, leading to a more strategic approach
that considers the broader movement patterns and predicts the future positions of the intruder. We have
implemented a Q-learning algorithm and the following optimization model is considered to solve the MDP.

Q(θθθ ,AAAt)⇐ (1−α)Q(θθθ ,AAAt)+α[Rt + γ maxQ(θθθ ,AAAt+1)], (5)

where α and γ are the learning rate and discount factor, respectively. By using the proposed MDP method
combined with Q-learning techniques, Equation 5 can be applied to the independent learning of each UV
agent in a swarm via the unique Q-table assigned to each agent. In this work, Q-learning techniques are
applied only to a single own ship and a single intruder to improve operational performance in our testing
environment. Through this process, each agent learns effective tactics for decision-making under dynamic
conditions. By updating the Q-values with the immediate reward and the discounted future rewards, the
model becomes adept at discerning long-term action outcomes. The framework enables us to contemplate
various mission types, including Dive Bomber, Pursuer-Evader, Simple Herder, and Greedy Cluster, each
presenting distinct challenges from the perspective of adversarial agents.

The main objective is to optimize decision-making through maximal information gain using optical flow,
aiming to balance operational costs in a mission-based context. Our experiments compared two strategies: 1)
General reward-based policy and 2) Optical flow-based policy. Indeed, the UV’s decisions are either guided
by immediate rewards based on its current state and position relative to the intruder or allowed by intruders’
dynamic movement patterns. Moreover, by incorporating hyperparameter analysis, we demonstrated how
adjusting parameters like gamma, epsilon, alpha, and decay can enhance UV performance (Section 4). The
optical flow-based policy led to more efficient UV routing and decision-making, highlighting the benefits of
integrating additional environmental information into the UV’s strategy. This difference can be seen through
the reduction of the number of steps required for the UV to find the intruder. Further refining surveillance
operations, the determination of optimal UV hovering altitudes post-waypoint sequence generation becomes
crucial. A higher altitude offers a broader area coverage at the expense of detail due to reduced resolution,
while a lower altitude enhances detail but limits the scope of the surveillance area, constrained by the
onboard sensors’ field of view (FOV). Both operational limitations and the strategic objectives of the
surveillance mission influence this decision. Incorporating physics-based simulations can aid in assessing
these trade-offs by providing a virtual environment to experiment with different altitudes and their impact
on data quality and area coverage. By simulating various operational scenarios, the CSU can make informed
decisions that balance the need for detailed data against the broader surveillance objectives, optimizing the
surveillance system’s effectiveness within the operational constraints of UV autonomy.
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4 VERIFICATION & VALIDATION

In order to validate the framework, the author’s implementation efforts are threefold: 1) Design and
development of Human & Hardware-in-the-loop simulator 2) Implementation of our extended optical flow
for Detection, 3) Incorporation of MDP. Our focus on the hardware design is to incorporate physical controls
that aid in simulations, such as the Honeycomb Aeronautics yoke and throttle set, as seen in Figure 2.
The authors have been working closely with experts in the aviation field to gather feedback to enhance the
validity of the proposed algorithms and framework. Consequently, Section 4.1 focuses on the design and
implementation of the simulator, offering detailed information about the hardware used and its integration
into the simulations for this paper.

4.1 Human and Hardware in the Loop Simulator (HHITLS)

Simulation development was primarily carried out in Unreal Engine (UE), which can simulate real-
world physics interactions among assets and agents. This game engine provides a significant amount of
functionality, customization, and a plethora of pre-built Application Programming Interface (API) plugins.
As a physics-based simulation (PBS), UE is capable of simulating accurate flight dynamics through the
JSBSim plugin. JSBSim is an object-oriented (C++), non-linear 6-DOF, Flight Dynamics Model (FDM)
with a fully configurable flight control system. Cesium ion serves as an online platform tailored for the
management and visualization of 3D geospatial data, which can be seen as it was applied to the UE model in
Figure 2(a). Continuously integrated as a pre-built plugin for UE, this software can stream global 3D content
from cloud sources. Cesium’s data originates from Bing Aerial maps as a full-scale WGS84 globe and users
have the option to effortlessly upload their own data, enabling the creation of custom 3D environmental
tiles. This dataset encompasses a spectrum of geospatial elements, including terrain imagery, atmospheric
effects, and detailed 3D OpenStreetMap (OSM) structures. Serving as the foundational framework, this
data enables the swift development of location-specific simulation environments. An aeronautical yoke
and aeronautical throttle quadrant (Figure 2(b), (c), (d)) were used along with JSBSim FDM and Cesium
ion 3D geospatial data. For the flight controls, the yoke features a solid steel yoke shaft with dual linear
ball bearings and 180° yoke rotation. The throttle quadrant features six aviation levers, seven two-way
programmable switches, and 14 warning lights. This hardware, along with the human operator, was crucial
in the validation of our HHITLS, which acted as a test-bed for the MDP environment.

To validate all the algorithms in Section 3, soft crowd simulations have been developed using UE. Using
this powerful tool, we can modify our agent control dynamics to allow for physical crowd interactions
to effect agent movements. This phenomenon is described as a social force model (SFM). When using
an SFM, the actions of pedestrians are under the influence of a set of forces they produce and receive.
These forces include a repulsive force and attractive force between pedestrians as well as a repulsive force
between pedestrians and physical boundaries (walls, light poles, tables, etc). Additionally, there is a special
attraction force for pedestrians when in a calm state. When pedestrians are in a panicking state, such as an
evacuation, these formulas change to emphasize repulsive forces and diminish the effects of the attractive

Figure 2: Hardware-and-human-in-the-loop simulator.
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Figure 3: Normal vs abnormal scenarios under different environments and sensor locations.

forces that are not applicable in states of panic. Leveraging SFMs and the PhysX physics engine provided
by UE, we can create visually and physically realistic soft crowd models.

4.2 Validation of Extended Optical Flow Models

We have progressed to the validation phase within our meticulously crafted simulation environments to
validate the proposed optical flow algorithm. Our focus was on emulating two distinct types of events:
firstly, a Book Fair hosted at the University of Arizona (UA) Figure 3, and secondly, an Engineering
Day celebration at Mississippi State University (MSU) Figure 4. These events were chosen for their
typical crowd dynamics and the variety of movements expected at such gatherings. To incorporate realistic
and challenging variables, we introduced environmental conditions by simulating both rainy and sunny
conditions. Weather plays a significant role in surveillance as it affects visual acuity and consequently the
performance of optical flow algorithms. Additionally, we diversified the camera perspectives to encompass
two different angles: a side view to observe lateral movements and interactions and an inside view to
closely monitor the dynamics within enclosed spaces.

The collection of eight figures in Figure 3 presents a simulation environment to test an optical flow
algorithm under various conditions that could occur during social events. These conditions include changes
in weather, camera perspectives, and the presence or absence of an emergency situation, such as a bombing
attack. The simulation aims to evaluate the robustness and accuracy of the algorithm in different scenarios
that a surveillance system might encounter. Figure 3(a) and (e) show a side view of an event in sunny
and rainy weather conditions, respectively, under normal circumstances. The optical flow algorithm’s
performance here provides a baseline for movement patterns when there is no immediate threat or panic
among the attendees. Conversely, Figure 3(b) and (f) introduce an element of chaos to the simulation,
depicting an abnormal situation from the same side perspective. Here, the sunny and rainy conditions,
combined with the hypothesized aftermath of a bombing attack tests the algorithm’s ability to distinguish
between normal crowd behavior and the erratic movement patterns that would signify an emergency.
Ground sensor scenarios represented in Figure 3(c) and (g) simulate events taking place inside a venue.

Figure 4: Engineering day event at Mississippi State University.
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Figure 5: Optical flow magnitudes over time under different configurations.

Figure 3(c) assumes a sunny day outside, while Figure 3(g) assumes a rainy day, affecting the indoor lighting
and potentially the camera’s ability to capture clear images. Figure 3(d) and (h) challenge the algorithm
further with abnormal situations indoors. Whether in sunny or rainy weather, the simulation assesses if
the algorithm can effectively detect disturbances and track movement changes within an enclosed space
where panic and rapid motion might be confined by walls and obstacles.

In the validation phase of our research, we hypothesize that the extended optical flow algorithm could
accurately identify abnormalities, such as a simulated bombing incident within various surveillance settings.
The complexity of these settings is dictated by differing camera placements—either inside or at the side of
the event venue—and by varying meteorological conditions, specifically sunny versus rainy days. Figure 5
presents a concise summary of the algorithm’s performance. The x-axis delineates the time expressed in
video frames, while the y-axis quantifies the magnitude of the optical flow, which indicates movement within
the frame. A visual examination of the four graphs reveals a spike in optical flow values at video frame
58 across all scenarios. This spike corresponds to the simulated moment of a bombing event, highlighting
the algorithm’s capability to discern an anomaly amidst diverse conditions. In each instance, regardless of
whether the environment is bathed in sunlight or shrouded by rain, the algorithm consistently identifies the
abnormal activity, as shown by the surge in optical flow magnitude. This adaptability to varied FOVs and
weather conditions, while maintaining elevated sensitivity to disruptions validates the algorithm as a tool
for security surveillance systems.

4.3 Experiments in Markov Decision Environments

The authors have set up a comprehensive experimental scenario to validate the proposed MDP framework.
The environment is designed as a voluminous three-dimensional state space, encompassing a 10 km by
10 km by 10 km area (cubic). Within this space, every cubic kilometer is determined as a distinct unit,
considering the operational limits of each UV. Central to this environment are two autonomous agents:

Table 1: Model parameters and configurations.

Model Parameters Configuration
Discount factor: Gamma (γ) {0.01,0.1,0.25,0.75,0.99}
Exploration rate: Epsilon (ε) {0.01,0.1,0.25,0.75,0.99}

Learning rate: Alpha (α) {0.1,0.25,0.5,0.75,0.9}
Decay factor: Lambda (λ ) {0.01,0.025,0.05,0.075,0.1}
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Figure 6: The average reward collected (a) and the average number of steps (b) until mission completion over the
top 20 hyperparameter configurations with/without optical flow.

an own-ship UV, embodying the surveillance apparatus, and an intruder UV, which serves as the enemy
of the surveillance operation. Each UV is allowed the capacity to traverse the grid by moving to an
adjacent unit within the three-dimensional lattice at each discrete time step, reflecting realistic constraints
on mobility. The authors have selected to adopt a similar action structure for this experiment, as described
in Section 3. Here, each UV is allowed to choose from six potential action directions: upward, downward,
leftward, rightward, forward, and backward, providing a comprehensive suite of navigational possibilities.
The surveillance UV, referred to as the own-ship, is designed with a singular imperative: to locate the
intruder within this vast expanse. On the other hand, the intruder drone is imbued with a twofold mission:
to persistently evade the prying sensors of the own-ship and to navigate towards a predetermined ’target’
situated at the origin point of the state space. Initially, the intruder’s maneuvers are randomized, signifying
an element of unpredictability and spontaneity in its behavior.

As shown in Table 1, we selected five different values to test for each of the four parameters (γ , ε ,
α , and λ ), resulting in 625 different simulation configurations. Specifically, the parameters γ and ε both
tested the same five values: {0.01,0.1,0.25,0.75,0.99}. Due to the long convergence rates observed with
higher decay values (λ > 0.1), we tested five smaller values for decay: {0.01,0.025,0.05,0.075,0.1}. For
α , we used the values: {0.1,0.25,0.5,0.75,0.9}. We collected 400 runs for each configuration to construct
statistical inferences on the hyperparameters. This was achieved by performing 20 replications of 20 epochs
for each parameter set. The 625 configurations are made up of each combination of possible values for
gamma (γ), epsilon (ε), decay (λ ), and alpha (α). Thus, we conducted 400 runs per configuration, resulting
in a total of 250,000 simulation runs (400 runs × 625 configurations) for the hyperparameter analysis.

In Figure 6, we present the outcomes of our experiments comparing the standard MDP framework with
the Optical Flow-based MDP framework. The authors monitored two performance measures: the average
reward until mission completion and the average number of steps until mission completion. Figure 6(a)
shows the top 20 configurations yielding the highest average rewards, while Figure 6(b) illustrates the
bottom 20 configurations yielding the lowest average steps until mission completion. Each bar represents
a distinct configuration, distinguished by varying levels of all four hyperparameters (γ,ε,α,and λ ).

Figure 6(a) demonstrates that our proposed optical flow-based MDP framework enhances average reward
outcomes across all top 20 configurations. This improvement indicates that utilizing visual information
via optical flow contributes to tracking the intruder closer in the UV operations, enhancing surveillance
effectiveness. Figure 6(b) focuses on operational efficiency, measured by the average number of steps
required to complete the mission. The optical flow-based MDP consistently shows a significant reduction
in the steps needed to intercept the intruder. This efficiency not only potentially reduces operational costs
but also enables more agile responses to dynamic environmental cues, which are crucial for applications
such as UV surveillance and interception missions.
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Figure 7: Contour plots based on hyperparameter analysis.

We also conducted Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) tests to determine the influence of different hyper-
parameters on two performance measures: average rewards and steps until mission completion. The results
indicate that, except for α , all three hyperparameters (λ , γ , and ε) significantly affect both performance
effectiveness (in terms of average reward at the end of the mission) and efficiency (in terms of average
steps until mission completion), as all of them have p-values less than 0.01. To investigate further, we
developed three contour plots (Figure 7) to demonstrate the effects of these hyperparameters on the average
number of steps until mission completion for performance efficiency.

Three different contour plots illustrate the relationships Figure 6 between two significant parameters
where the other is given. Regions with darker colors represent lower average steps, indicating more
efficient mission completions. The first plot shows that lower values of ε help maintain operational
efficiency regardless of the γ value, which suggests that an optimal configuration for these parameters
may involve taking fewer randomized actions at each step. The second contour plot shows the interaction
between the decay rate (λ ) and the gamma value (γ). Darker regions are observed with an increase in λ

combined with a larger γ value, indicating that less exploration of the environment while still prioritizing
future rewards is key to maintaining operational efficiency in this setting. The last contour plot shows the
effect of ε and λ on the average steps until mission completion. As observed in the plot, a combination
of mid to high values of ε with lower values of λ seems to be associated with a lower number of steps.
This suggests that if one has some freedom to take random actions at each point, it is better to prioritize
immediate gains to minimize the number of average steps until mission completion.

5 SUMMARY AND FUTURE WORK

Our research successfully integrated an extended optical flow-based surveillance algorithm with an enhanced
MDP model to optimize surveillance systems’ operational efficiency and effectiveness. We investigated
the role of optical flow algorithms in detecting abnormalities, such as simulated bombing attacks, across
various environmental conditions and camera configurations. We also analyzed the interplay between the
MDP variables and their impact on the surveillance system’s performance by seamlessly adjusting key
hyperparameters in both optical flows and MDP within a simulation environment that mirrors real-world
conditions. Our findings highlighted the significance of decay, as well as the interactions between reward
size with epsilon and decay, in influencing the model’s convergence speed. This comprehensive study not
only demonstrates the potential of combining optical flow algorithms with MDP for enhanced surveillance
capabilities but also sets a new benchmark in the field of autonomous UV surveillance.

One future direction is to incorporate environmental effects, such as wind, weather conditions, and
moving objects, to determine transition probabilities and aerodynamics realistically. This integration can
also relate to assessing the UV’s battery consumption, which is crucial for determining the end conditions
of mission operations. By doing so, researchers can further harness the benefits of the HITL framework to
derive more efficient control strategies. Moreover, considering multiple agents in the scene (e.g., multiple
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intruders with different missions) could be another direction to investigate, focusing on the coordination
and integration among UVs. This would allow for studying the impact of collaborative and adversarial
interactions in multi-agent environments, leading to more resilient UV strategies.
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