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ABSTRACT

In this paper we survey the past, present, and fu-
ture of the Winter Simulation Conference (WSC) as
well as the field of simulation. We begin by outlin-
ing the origins of WSC and its “Early Years” (1967-
1974), a period in which the structure and traditions
of the conference were formed. Then in the first
part of the Keynote Address, Joseph M. Sussman re-
views the evolution of simulation and WSC over the
past twenty-five years. Thomas J. Schriber presents
the second part of the Keynote Address, highlighting
WSC’s “Renaissance Period” (1976-1985) in which
the conference was reestablished and its traditions
were reinforced. In the third part of the Keynote
Address, James O. Henriksen summarizes WSC'’s
“Coming-of-Age Period” (1986-1992) in which both
the conference and the field of simulation reached ma-
turity as professional activities. Stephen D. Roberts
concludes the Keynote Address by assessing the
prospects for the future of these activities.

THE ORIGINS OF WSC

Although in some sense the origins of the Winter
Simulation Conference can be traced to certain com-
puting seminars held in the late 1940s, the initia-
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tive to hold a national conference on the scale of
the current WSC took shape in the spring of 1967.
This initiative resulted primarily from interactions
between three individuals—Harold G. Hixson, an Op-
erations Research Analyst with the Air Force Logis-
tics Command and the System Simulation Project
Manager of SHARE (the IBM scientific users’ group);
Arnold Ockene, an IBM employee responsible for
marketing and support of GPSS; and Julian Reitman,
a prominent user of GPSS in the Norden Division of
United Aircraft Corporation and a leader in the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE).
Serving as General Chair of the Conference on Appli-
cations of Simulation Using the General Purpose Sim-
ulation System (GPSS), Hixson arranged for SHARE
to sponsor the conference. Serving as Program Chair,
Reitman secured additional sponsorship from the As-
sociation for Computing Machinery (ACM) and two
groups within IEEE—the Systems, Man, and Cyber-
netics Group (later designated IEEE/SMCS) and the
Computer Group (later designated IEEE/CS). Ock-
ene served as Publicity Chair. Held November 13-
14, 1967, at the Hilton Hotel in New York City, the
conference had a planned attendance of 225 and an
actual attendance of 401. Col. Ken Swanson of the
Air Force Logistics Command delivered the Keynote





























































































